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Russ Falkenberg, President/CEO

Board of Directors
District 1 – Sue Frei
District 2 – Dr. Eugene Buchner
District 3 – Frank Draxler
District 4 – Kevin Meistad
District 5 – Joe Melville
District 6 – Steve Wall
District 7 – John Petska
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Rebecca Pehlke, Editor

The 88th annual meeting of the members of Chippewa Valley Electric 
Cooperative was called to order by Board Chairman, John Petska, at 6:00 
p.m. in the Cooperative headquarters in the City of Cornell, Wisconsin, 
on Thursday, March 27, 2025. 

Recognition 
All military veterans were asked to stand and were thanked for their 
service. A moment of silence was observed for all casualties, both 
foreign and domestic.

Invocation 
Pastor Greg Sima prayed for the country, state, membership, and 
employees of CVEC.

Early Bird Prize 
The Early Bird prize of a 65” Crystal Hi-Def LED Smart TV was won by 
Brian Guthman.

Introduction
John Petska introduced the board. State Representative’s Tom Tiffany 
and Rob Summerfield, along with Congressman Derrick Van Orden were 
all in attendance. Vern Weeks, Sue Hartzell, and Kathy Swanson were 
introduced as the tellers counting the ballots. Attorney Christopher G. 
Gierhart from Weld Riley was introduced as well as Beth Alesch from 
WECA. Also present was Jill Petska representing Ntera. Russ Falkenberg 
introduced the director candidates: Steve Johnson, Doug Danielson, 
Kevin Meistad, Brian Rohland, John Petska, and Mike Sedlacek. 

Quorum
The Board Chairman declared a quorum was present and opened the 
meeting for business.

Notice and Affidavit of Mailing
The Secretary-Treasurer, Steven L. Johnson, read the Notice of Meeting 
and Affidavit of Mailing.

Minutes
The minutes of the 2024 meeting were mailed to the members prior 
to the meeting. The motion was made and seconded to approve the 
minutes as written. The motion carried.

Chairman’s Report
John Petka said the theme of this year’s meeting is Thankful, Excited 
and Prepared. Tonight’s meeting is the second year our annual meeting 
was held in the evening. CVEC has had a busy year, with various projects 
including Chippewa Valley Connected LLC. Members of the board and 
management attend various training seminars and education events 
throughout the year. In closing John noted our co-op is financially 
strong, stable, and operationally sound. 

Financial Report
Joe Harrison, Principal CPA of Bauman & Associates reviewed CVEC 
financials including statements of revenue, operating expenses, and 
the cooperative balance sheet. Additional financials discussed were the 
assets and liabilities for CVEC. 

President’s Report
Russ Falkenberg, President and CEO, presented John Petska CVEC 
Board Chair and Steve Johnson CVEC Secretary/Treasurer with NRECA 
Director Certifications. Russ Falkenberg continued the nights’ theme by 
highlighting past accomplishments, future progress, and endeavors. He 
thanked his co-workers, the board and management. Acknowledging 
the line crew for their dedication and talent as well as all front office staff 
for all their support. 

Prize Drawings
Prizes were given to many members throughout the meeting.

Bylaw Amendment Ballot- Article VI, Section 1
Approve – 603
Against - 87

Director Election Results
District #2
Steve Johnson - 79     

District #4
Doug Danielson - 38
Kevin Meistad - 141
Brian Rohland - 66

District #2
John Petska - 107
Mike Sedlacek - 57    

Adjournment
Chairman, John Petska, asked for any other business. There was no other 
business, and the meeting was adjourned by John Petska at 7:15 p.m.

Annual Meeting Minutes 2025






