CHIPPEWA VALLEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

NEWSLETTER

NOVEMBER 2008

FROM THE PRESIDENT & CEO
CONSTRLICTION LIPDATES

GET THE LED OUIT THIS
HOLIDAY SEASON,
AND GET A REBATE!
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A busy summer work season is winding down. During the
summer we completed a number of projects, including two 2.5
mile underground three phase lines. One of the lines was part
of a proposed tie line between the New Auburn and Holcombe
substations from our current work plan. We still have 2.5 miles
to go to finish that tie, with completion planned for mid 2009.
Once the tie is done, it will provide alternate feeds to our
northern service territory should one of the substations fail.

The other project was not planned, but became necessary
when a wind/thunderstorm blew down 11 poles on the west
circuit of our Eagle Point Substation. That line was originally
built across private right-of-way through a number of fields
making maintenance and accessibility difficult. At that point
the decision was made to move the line along road right-of-
way and rebuild it underground.

Another project nearing completion is an upgrade of a line north
out of our New Auburn substation along Highway 40. The upgrade
is needed due to customer growth in our northern lake regions.

One downturn we experienced this past summer was that
new services were down nearly 50 percent from our five year
average. This slowdown did allow us to dedicate more time to
our line inspection and maintenance programs though.

soing forward this winter our crews will be kept busy with
4 3 mile single phase line rebuild, pole change outs from our
pole inspections, meter testing, and the continued line inspec-
tion and maintenance.

RATES

At this time we feel our rates
will hold steady for the remainder
of 2008. We have been experi-
encing pressure on rates due to increased operating costs,
because material and fuel costs have skyrocketed this past
year. Our current year margins are on the low side of what
we need to provide adequate working capital, but we should
be able to finish the year without any rate increase.

We are expecting another wholesale rate increase next year
and are concerned that may be substantial. So in looking forward,
1 want to let members know that most likely a rate increase
will become necessary sometime in the first part of 2009.

r
|

Light Emitting Diode (LED) holiday
lights reduce energy consumption by as
much as 90% compared to traditional
incandescent lights. They also produce a
more durable light that can burn brightly
for 50,000 hours , compared to a mere
0,000 hours for incandescent bulbs.
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How to apply:

| 1. Must purchase LED Christmas lights by

November 30, 2008.

I 2. Cut out and submit the entire proof of

purchase (UPC) label from the product

box. No photocopies will be accepted.

| 3. Complete this form and submit it to your

L.

cooperative by January 15, 2009 with a
copy of the sales receipt.

Customer information:

Name:

Address:

City:

State: Zip Code:

Phone:

Account Number:

Rebate: $3 per string. (Limit of 12 strings.)
# of strings: X $3.00 =
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COOPERATIVE CORNELL, WISCONSIN

(715) 239-6800 OR 1-800-300-6800

RIX
Touchstone Energy”
Cooperatives
The power of human connections
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