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PICK THE RIGHT TREES TO PLANT

Trees and power lines can co-
exist if you select and plant trees
with size and growth characteris-
tics appropriate to their location.

« Low Zone - Beneath power
lines and for 20 feet to either side
of them, plant species that will not
exceed 10 feet in height.

+ Medium Zone - Trees that
grow no more than 40 feet in
height are recommended for
areas immediately adjacent to the
low zone in order to avoid high
branches that could topple into the

lines during severe storms.

« Tall Zone - Higher trees
could be used in any location at a
distance of 50 feet or more from
power lines.

Any plantings that do not fol-
low these guidelines are at risk
of damage in the event that line
crews must access the lines for
maintenance. Trees interfering
with power lines can eventually

cause outages and fires, slow main-

tenance and repairs, endanger
lives and property, and even waste
energy.

Existing trees that interfere with
power lines can be successfully
pruned by qualified contractors,
but the best way to avoid any
problems is to avoid planting a
tree directly underneath the power
lines. Instead, plant it in a suitable
location, thus reducing expenses
for the co-op and improving the
appearance of landscapes.

Be sure to call Digger’s Hotline
at 800-242-8511 or simply dial
811 at least 3 business days before
planting, to locate underground
lines.






