CHIPPEWA VALLEY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE

NEWSLETTER

OLD COAL PLANT <COLILD
PROVIDE RENEWABLE

POWER

An aging coal plant that still
provides power to farms and fami-
lies in the Upper Midwest could be
producing clean, renewable energy
in less than two years.

The plant is being modified 1o
use biomass - primarily wood
waste - and the G & T that origi-
nally built it will buy all the power
it produces.

Dairyland Power Cooperative
built the EJ. Stoneman plant
at Cassville, Wis. In 1951, The
LaCrosse, Wis.-based G & T sold
the 50-megawatt facility in 1996.
Now, DTE Energy Services, of Ann
Arbor, Mich., is buying the plant
from Integrys Energy Services with
plans to complete the conversion
by June I, 2010.

“This renewable resource is a
winner on all levels,” said William
L. Berg, Dairyland’s president and
CEO.

Dairyland has committed to
purchasing 40 MW of electricity-
enough power to serve the needs
of 28,000 households. “It recycles
waste wood for use as fuel to

generate electricity for a very sig-
nificant number of energy users,”
Berg said.

DTE Energy has been looking at
older coal-based plants that offer
good potential renewable capacity

at conversion costs well below new

construction, said Rod Christian, a
company executive.

“IUs a great way to prolong the
life of the facility and keep it con-
tributing to the local economy.”

The Stoneman plant is accessible
by barge, rail and truck, which
can all be used to bring in fuel.
Besides waste from sawmills and
timber operations, shipping pal-
lets, scrap wood and other mate-
rials could be shredded for fuel
use instead of going to a landfill,
said Christian. “It's a low cost for
renewable power option for coop-
eratives.”

Because biomass is a less ef-
ficient fuel source than coal. it
will reduce the plant’s capacity by
about 20 percent.
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During August, the National
Rural Electric Cooperative Associa-
tion’s (NRECA) Market Research
Services will be conducting a tele-
phone survey on behalf of Dairy-
land Power Cooperative and its 25
member distribution cooperatives,
including Chippewa Valley Electric
Cooperative.

The purpose of the survey is to
help determine which conservation
and energy efficiency measures
would have the greatest benefit to
you, our members, and the Dairy-
land system.

A number of our residential
members will be randomly se-
lected for this 12-minute telephone
survey. If selected, please answer
all questions completely~and
honestly. Your participation is very
important and your responses will
remain confidential.

If you have Caller ID, NRECA
Market Research Services uses
interviewers calling from these
area codes: (712), (605) and (402)
and an (800) number. If you see
one of these area codes, please

ake the call as it may be one of
their interviewers. If you are busy,
you may ask them to call back at

a more convenient time. They will
be happy to do so.

Thank you for your cooperation!







